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Chetshington and WGU

Plan for today

Causality and evaluation



Current events



Causality and evaluation
How do we measure all this evidence?
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Randomized Controlled 
Trials (RCTs)

Gold standard of causality kind of

People can’t select into treatment, 
there are no omitted variables, and 
reverse causation is addressed









BUT
Compliance Treatment spillovers

Generalizability Power Cost

Ethics Politics

Hawthorne effects

John Henry effects



Natural experiments
Assignment is random, but not done by 
researchers

Drafts, lotteries, coin tosses

Quasi experiments
Assignment is not random

Twins, natural disasters, wars









Regression discontinuity
Compare outcomes right before 
and right after an arbitrary rule

Age cutoffs, birthdays, eligibility rules, 
Ramadan start date, terrorist attacks 

People right before/after rule 
are essentially the same
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Causality continuum

Practicality continuum (ethics, politics, costs, etc.)



Evidence-based policy 
and administration IS 
HARD AND COMPLEX

Moral of the story…




